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r. Tom Franklin, long-time president of
Texas Health Research Institute,
resigned in February. Dr.
Franklin led THRI (and its “...In the meantime, THRI

will continue to operate
with its expert staff of
research and education
professionals.”

George Pearson
Interim President, THRI
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Texas Health Research Institute, in conjunction with other members of Texas Health
Resources, their affiliated physicians, and other organizations will conduct medical
research, offer educational programs, and undertake development projects that
contribute to the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease.

predecessors) for 12 years and
worked with Texas Health Re-
sources management to develop
the specialized entity of THR re-
sponsible for coordinating research projects
and providing continuing medical education for
physicians on the medical staffs of THR hospi-
tals.

George Pearson, THR Sr. Vice President for
Medical Staff Affairs, has been named interim
president. “It is the intention of THR to pre-

serve the outstanding services and capabilities
provided by THRI and its staff.” said Mr. Pear-

son. “A nation-wide search for Dr.
Franklin’s replacement has already
begun. In the meantime, THRI will
continue to operate with its staff
of research and education profes-
sionals.”

Texas Health Research Institute joined the
THR system in 1998. However, the entity that
became THRI began in 1984 as the North
Texas Spine Research Institute – later known
as the Texas Back Institute Research Founda-
tion. It was a non-profit private operating
foundation affiliated with the Texas Back
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Institute, and its function was to facilitate
clinical and pre-clinical research in the area of
spine. In 1995, the Institute for Spine and
Biomedical Research (ISBR), a 501(c)(3)
Medical Research Organization, spun off from
TBIRF. Soon after the formation of Texas
Health Resources in 1997, discussions began
about how to envelop the programs and
services of ISBR into the new healthcare
system, and THRI became a full member entity
of THR.

THRI’s first major program initiative was the
Presbyterian Institute for Minimally Invasive
Technology (PIMIT). Surgeons come from
around the globe to learn special minimal
access surgery techniques and procedures
from the faculty that the PIMIT assembles.
The facility is a unique fixture in a community-
based hospital system that provides techno-
logically advanced learning resources such as
telesurgical demonstrations and a 6-station
endoscopic skills laboratory.

Another major achievement during Dr.
Franklin’s tenure was the merging of three
distinct continuing medical education programs
across the THR system into a strong, single
staff of education professionals.

Texas Health Research Institute looks for-
ward now to continued growth in the areas of
research and development, continuing medical
education and assessment of emerging tech-
nologies.

Continued from Page 1 Dr. Shires Gives Presentation
om Shires, III, MD, chairman of the
Presbyterian Institute for Minimally
Invasive Technology’s (PIMIT) advisory
council and chair of Surgical Services
at Presbyterian

T
Hospital of Dallas gave
a presentation to the
Downtown Dallas
Rotary Club on Febru-
ary 19 on the develop-
ment and availability of
new medical technolo-
gies.

Dr. Shires presented
information on several
new technologies becoming available to pa-
tients, including radiofrequency thermal abla-
tion of liver tumors, drug-eluting stents for
coronary artery blockage, and new procedures
for total hip replacement that utilize shorter
incisions.

Dr. Shires also discussed the importance of
physician training as a part of the process for
bringing any new technology to patients. He
noted that Texas Health Resources has pro-
vided access to advanced training for physi-
cians on the medical staffs of its hospitals.
The PIMIT is THR’s center for learning many of
these new techniques and procedures as they
become available. Last year, over 1,750 sur-
geons and other healthcare professionals
received training at the PIMIT on various
cardiothoracic, urological, obstetrical, and
general surgery procedures.

Dr. Tom Shires (l) and Mr.
Neil Resnick, president of
the Downtown Dallas Rotary
Club.

THRI Receives Grant to Support CME Professional Development
Texas Health Research Institute is

pleased to acknowledge Stryker Endos-
copy for a recent grant in the amount of
$15,600 to support the development of a
presentation that was given at the recent
Alliance for Continuing Education annual
meeting in Dallas, Texas.

The presentation, entitled “Benefits of
Live Interactive Procedures for CME” was

given by Richard Bumpass, visual communi-
cation coordinator at the PIMIT, Marilyn
Peterson, THRI director of CME and Carrie
Cantrell, manager of CME at the PIMIT.

Slides from the presentation are available
for review on THRI’s website, www.thri.org
(choose “continuing medical education”
and scroll to the bottom - “Professional
Development”).
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PIMIT Awarded AAALAC Accreditation

exas Health Research Institute re-
cently received notification from the
Association for Assessment and Ac-
creditation of Laboratory Animal Care
(AAALAC) that the PIMIT, THRI’s

T
minimal access surgery research and training
center,  has been awarded full accreditation,
completing a multi-year process that included
raising both facility and
procedural standards.

Institutions accredited
by AAALAC do so on a
voluntary basis, and there are currently more
than 600 world-wide. Texas Health Research
Institute, as many other institutions, choose
to seek this accreditation for a number of
reasons. First, AAALAC accreditation is a
symbol of quality, showing that an institution
is serious about maintaining standards for
animal research. It also promotes scientific
validity, providing healthy animals are used in
research projects and that superior animal
care practices are followed. Finally, AAALAC
accreditation demonstrates a willingness to
set higher standards than are required by law
to provide the public and others that they are
committed to the responsible use and treat-
ment of animals in science.

Texas Health Research Institute is proud to
be counted among those accredited institu-
tions in promoting excellence in research.

THR Activities
The Texas Health Research Institute is a member
organization of the Texas Health Resources.  THR-
related news will be reported here each quarter:

Continuing Medical Education
• In 2002, 1050 CME activities were of-

fered by Texas Health Resources, and
more than 29,000 registrants enrolled for
one of those activities.

• CME staff have begun the process of
applying for reaccreditation from the
Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education.

Research Office Activities
THRI is currently helping THR investigators
coordinate 19 clinical trials involving more
than 400 patients. THRI has research staff
located at Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas
and Presbyterian Hospital of Plano. Physi-
cians on the staff of a Texas Health Re-
sources hospital interested in participating
in clinical research trials may contact Dr.
Jeanette Ahrens at (972) 981-3746 for
additional information.

Community Service
THRI employees recently participated in
several community service projects across
the Metroplex. Food pantry contributions
were collected, volunteers manned a
Salvation Army “kettle” for a day at a local
mall, and contributions were collected for
Collin County’s homeless shelter. Addition-
ally, volunteers from THRI helped judge a
local science fair.

Communications
THRI has developed a new online newslet-
ter, THRI Viewpoint, that will be distributed
to advise stakeholders of activities and
important news about THRI. If you would
like to be included on the distribution list,
please e-mail Mollie McCune at
molliemccune@texashealth.org.

THRI Leadership Council Sets First
Meeting

THRI’s newly-formed Leadership Council
will hold its first meeting in early April.
Douglas Hawthorne, president and CEO of
Texas Health Resources, will be the fea-
tured speaker at the event.

The Leadership Council has been formed
to help bridge relationships between THRI
and local business on behalf of all of THR.
The Council consists of approximately 35
members to date from across the D/FW
Metroplex.



Texas Health Research Institute Contributors
It is with great thanks and appreciation that Texas Health Research Institute recognizes these 128 corpora-

tions, hospitals, foundations and individuals for their contributions, totaling more than $2.6 M in 2002.

Benefactor
$50,000 and above

Aloka
Ethicon Endo-Surgery
Ethicon, Inc.
GlaxoSmithKline
Presbyterian Healthcare Foundation
Presbyterian Hospital of Plano
RITA Medical Systems
Texas Back Institute Research

Foundation

Patron
$15,000 - $49,999

AstraZeneca LP
Aventis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Theodore & Beulah Beasley

Foundation
The K.K. Meisenbach Fund of

Communities Foundation of
Texas

Medtronic, Inc.
Ortho-McNeil Pharmaceutical
Pfizer, Inc.
Pharmacia & Upjohn Corporation
Stryker, Inc.
Synergy
WL Gore

Champion
$5,000 - $14,999

Aesculap
American Medical Systems
Armand Scott
Boehringer Pharmaceuticals
Boston Scientific Scimed, Inc.
Computer Motion
Cook OB/Gyn
Elan
Envision
Link Spine Group
Mentor
Merck & Co., Inc.
Novartis
Novoste Corporation
Orthofix
Prescribing Decisions
Proctor & Gamble
Spine Solutions

St. Francis Medical Tech
Sulzer Spine-Tech
Synthes Spine
The Purdue Pharma Company
UBC Pharma
Wyeth-Ayerst

Mentor
$1,000 - $4,999

3M
Abbott
ABCOMM
Alcon Lab
Allergan
Alliance
Amgen
Bard Urological Div. of CR Bard
Bauerfeind USA, Inc.
Bausch & Lomb Surgical
Bayer Pharmaceuticals
Bio-Logic Systems
BrainLab
Bristol-Myers Squibb
C. Beck LLC
Catalyst Communications, Inc.
Center for Medical Genetics
CTF System Inc.
DFW Hospital Council
Eisai Pharm
Eli Lilly
Fastenetix
Forest Pharmaceuticals
Genentech
Genzyme Corporation
GSK
Gynecare, a division of Ethicon,

Inc.
Healthcare Resources
Inst. Cont. Healthcare
Integrated
Jespersen & Associates
Lilly Lecture Series
Matria
Medical Clinic of North Texas
Mekanika, Inc.
Myriad Genetics, Inc.
Naha Marketing
NASS
NCME Holding Corporation
Ortho Biotech

Osteotech
Pediatrix Medical Group
Pet Net
Pharmedica Communications, Inc.
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas

Marketing
Radiology Associates
Raymedica, Inc.
Replication Medical
Roche Labs
Santen
Schering Sales
SCS Healthcare Marketing
Siemens
Solvay Pharmaceuticals
Spinal Concepts
Synermed
Synovis Surgical
Texas Back Institute
Ventihealth
Viscogliosi Brothers

Advocate
$100 - $999

Acuson
Advanced Medical Optics
Amerigroup
Brownell
Chiron
Community Hospice
Design/Write Enterprises LLC
Elsevier Science USA
Gyrus Medical
Harris Methodist Fort Worth Hospital
KOS
Laborie
Liposcience
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins
Olympus
Oratec
Phillips
Ross Products Division of Abbott

Laboratories
Safeway, Inc.
Seigars
Sonosource
Steinashenko
Tarrant County Medical Examiners
Ventiv Health
Vitas



Schedule of Educational Activities
Texas Health Research Institute

Hospital-Based One-Time Conferences and Symposia

Parkinson’s Disease Update 2003: March
8, 2003 (Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas), R.
Malcolm Stewart, MD, Course Chair.

Richard Sparr Lecture: March 11, 2003
(Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas), Ralph J.
Turner, MD Course Chair.

Advances in the Evaluation and Treat-
ment of Shoulder Pain: March 17, 2003
(Harris Methodist Hospital Southwest), J.
Parker, MD, Course Chair.

New Armamentarium in the Fight Against
Cancer: March 27, 2003 (Harris Methodist
Hospital Erath County), James W. Smith, DO,
Course Chair.

Heart of Diabetes: March 29, 2003
(Wyndham Hotel, Arlington, Texas), R. Lee
Forshay, MD, Course Chair.

Spring Ophthalmology Symposium:April
25, 2003 (Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas)
Rajiv Anand, MD, Walter E. Beebe, MD, and
Ronald L. Fellman, MD Course Chairs.

Advances in the Treatment of Headache
and Migraine: August 23, 2003 (Presbyte-
rian Hospital of Dallas) Stuart B. Black, MD
Course Chair

For additional information regarding these
one-time conferences and for the ongoing
series conferences offered across the THR
system, please visit the website at
www.thri.org and choose “continuing medi-
cal education”, or call (214) 345-2323.

Presbyterian Institute for Minimally Invasive Technology (PIMIT)

Urology Update: March 19, 2003, Brian A.
Feagins, MD, Course Chair.

Introduction to Laparoscopic Ultrasound
Imaging and Radio-frequency Thermal
Ablation of Liver Tumors: March 21, 2003,
Robert W. Sewell, MD, Course Chair

Urology Update: April 16, 2003, Brian A.
Feagins, MD, Course Chair.

APLS (Advanced Pediatric Life Support):
April 25-26, 2003, Cub Culbertson, MD,
Course Chair.

Urology Update: May 21, 2003, Brian A.
Feagins, MD, Course Chair.

Basic Laparoscopy & Laparoscopic Chole-
cystectomy: May 30, 2003, Robert W.
Sewell, MD, Course Chair.

Gastroesophageal Reflux Surgery: June 6,
2003, Ronald Aronoff, MD, Course Chair.

Common Duct Exploration: June 7, 2003,
Ronald Aronoff, MD, Course Chair.

For additional information, please visit the website, www.pimit.org, or contact the PIMIT CME
staff at (214) 345-5391 or (800) 279-8657
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ADMINISTRATION: Title Phone E-Mail
Jay Bruner Director, Business Development 972/981-3255 JayBruner@texashealth.org
Donna Colley Project Accountant 972/981-3774 DonnaColley@texashealth.org
Wendy Finch Accountant 972/981-3745 WendyFinch@texashealth.org
Judy Hawkins Accountant 972/981-3759 JudyHawkins@texashealth.org
Mollie McCune Manager, Business Development 972/981-3743 MollieMcCune@texashealth.org
Carole Morton Executive Assistant 972/981-3753 CaroleMorton@texashealth.org
George Pearson Interim President 972/981-3741 GeorgePearson@texashealth.org
Jennifer Vance Technology Coordinator 972/981-3772 JenniferVance@texashealth.org
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
Jeanette Ahrens Director, Research & Development 972/981-3746 JeanetteAhrens@texashealth.org
Jennifer Carson Clinical Research Coordinator 972/981-3751 JenniferCarson@texashealth.org
Yongshun Chang Research Fellow 972/608-5094 YongshunChang@texashealth.org
Trai Curtis Clinical Trial Monitor 972/981-3766 TraiCurtis@texashealth.org
Shandice Gonzalez Clinical Research Assistant 972/981-3765 ShandiceGonzalez@texashealth.org
Holly Graham Clinical Site Coordinator 972/981-3750 HollyGraham@texashealth.org
Donna Ohnmeiss Research Scientist 972/608-5112 DonnaOhnmeiss@texashealth.org
Paula Walker Clinical Trial Monitor 972/981-3767 PaulaWalker@texashealth.org
Gayle Wood Department Secretary 972/981-3776 GayleWood@texashealth.org
PIMIT
Mark Butler Veterinary Technician 214/345-5377 MarkButler@texashealth.org
Rhonda Poe Veterinary Technician 214/345-5377 RhondaPoe@texashealth.org
Teresa Turbeville Veterinary Research Specialist 214/345-5379 TeresaTurbeville@texashealth.org
PHD Research Offices
Tina Cope Clinical Trial Coordinator 214/345-8364 TinaCope@texashealth.org
Daniel Gonzalez Clinical Research Assistant
Manjit Sanghera Neurophysiologist 214/345-7117 ManjitSanghera@texashealth.org
Jessica Vazquez Coordinator, I & R Center 214/345-5031 JessicaVazquez@texashealth.org
Ruth Ann Williamson Clinical Trial Coordinator 214/345-4121 RuthAnnWilliamson@texashealth.org
EDUCATION
Plano Campus
Pam Marvon Fellowship Coordinator 972/981-3754 PamMarvon@texashealth.org
David Mattoni Media Coordinator 972/981-3755 DavidMattoni@texashealth.org
Sandra Pinkerton Director, Academic Activities 972/981-3752 SandraPinkerton@texashealth.org
CME
Marilyn Peterson Director, CME 214/345-5380 MarilynPeterson@texashealth.org
Dallas - PIMIT
Jane Berg Program Administrator 214/345-5384 JaneBerg@texashealth.org
Richard Bumpass Visual Communications Coordinator 214/345-5370 RichardBumpass@texashealth.org
Carrie Cantrell CME Manager 214/345-5383 CarrieCantrell@texashealth.org
Pamela Hernandez CME Assistant 214/345-5391 PamelaHernandez@texashealth.org
Sylvia Wagner CME Coordinator 214/345-5397 SylviaWagner@texashealth.org
Dallas - Hospital Based
Tanisha Berry CME Assistant 214/345-2322 TanishaBerry@texashealth.org
LaTonia Cunningham CME Manager 214/345-5113 LatoniaCunningham@texashealth.org
Jami Hradecky CME Coordinator 214/345-2326 JamiHradecky@texashealth.org
Eresha Scott CME Assistant 214/345-2330 EresahScott@texashealth.org
Sharlene Yearwood CME Coordinator 214/345-2325 SharleneYearwood@texashealth.org
Harris Methodist - Hospital Based
Ellen Hobbs CME Manager 817/462-6674 EllenHobbs@texashealth.org
Sheila Hollie CME Coordinator 817/462-6672 SheilaHollie@texashealth.org
Dwayne Teague CME Assistant 817/462-6672 DwayneTeague@texashealth.org
Mandalynn Tidland CME Coordinator 817/462-6671 MandalynnTidland@texashealth.org

How To Reach Us

6300 W. Parker Road
Suite 100
Plano, TX  75093

Address service requested


