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Texas Health Research Institute, in conjunction with other members of Texas Health
Resources, their affiliated physicians, and other organizations will conduct medical
research, offer educational programs, and undertake development projects that
contribute to the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease.
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exas Health Research Institute contin-
ues to expand its service area through-
out the Texas Health Resources sys-
tem. Recently, THRI assumed responsi-

bility for the research and education compo-
nents of the neuroscience program at Presby-
terian Hospital of Dallas.

“We are very excited about the potential for
increasing research efforts at PHD, as well as
for the development of a system-wide ap-
proach to education and research in neuro-
science,” says Dr. Tom Franklin, president of
THRI. “

Information & Referral Center
An integral part of the neuroscience program

is the Information & Referral (I & R) center that
is sponsored by the American Parkinson Dis-
ease Association (APDA). APDA sponsors fifty-
one I & R centers in key medical and research
centers around the country, including this one
at Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas. The North-
east Texas Chapter, one of 90 such chapters
located throughout the US, is located in Dallas
and works closely with the local I & R center to
provide services to patients and caregivers
throughout North Texas.  These services
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What’s New

Robert W. Sewell, MD
Dr. Robert Sewell recently received the
PIMIT Distinguished Faculty Award for 2001.
Dr. Sewell was recognized for his contribu-
tions as a member of the PIMIT Advisory
Council and his outstanding accomplish-
ments as a course chair in 2001. Dr. Sewell
chaired eleven courses, and initiated the
PIMIT’s remote course schedule by chairing
a course in Miami, Florida.

include free physical therapy programs, support
groups, symposia, newsletters and other
publications designed to provide patients and
caregivers with vital information to help them
improve their quality of life.

The APDA I & R Center at Presbyterian
Hospital of Dallas provides counseling and
assistance to 37 state-wide support groups,
offering literature on Parkinson’s disease to
approximately 1,500 individuals per year,
publishing a quarterly newsletter and hosting
approximately 15 education programs per year.
Additionally, the I & R Center provides a refer-
ral service that serves over 200 patients a
year and a 24-hour message center to assist
patients, caregivers and physicians with inquir-

ies concerning Parkinson’s disease.

On December 5, THRI and the local chapter
of the APDA hosted the 10th anniversary cel-
ebration of the Dallas I & R center with a
holiday luncheon and special dedication of the
opening of the Anne C. Slicker Early Detection
Center for Parkinson’s disease.
Greer Garson Gala

Several THRI staff have been invited to
participate on either the advisory council or as
committee members  for the Greer Garson Gala,
an annual special event whose proceeds
provide support for the neuroscience program
at Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas as well as the
local APDA chapter. Plans for the upcoming

April 20, 2002 event, to
be held at the Fairmont
Hotel, are underway. Ms.
Bette Perot and Mrs. &
Mrs. H. Ross Perot will
serve as honorary chairs,
while Bill and Phyllis
Slicker and Joanne
Slicker Mulcahy are
serving as co-chairs for
the event. More than $1
million has been raised
since the first gala,
which was held in 1991 and was attended by
Ms. Garson.

For ticket information, please contact that
Gala office at (972) 981-3793.

The 2002 Gala has been
branded“Greer Garson
Goes Country.”

Dr. Robert Sewell
receives the 2001 PIMIT
Distinguished Faculty
Award from Thomas D.
Franklin, Jr., PhD,
president of Texas
Health Research
Institute.

Mary Wylie, the Gala’s executive director, Bill and Phyllis Slicker,
2002 Greer Garson Gala chairpersons, and Nancy Hamon,
member of the 2002 advisory council.



Education Events

Course Schedule
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5th Annual Stroke Management Workshop: January
19, 2002; HMFW Robb Rutledge Education Center
Armstrong Auditorium; Susan Blue, MD, Course
Chair

Primary Care Update XXXIII - Diabetes Mellitus: The
Epidemic Continues: February 2, 2002; Fogelson
Forum Auditorium; Paul Solomon, MD and Angelique
Ramirez, MD, Course Chairs

Hypertension in Diabetics:  February 4, 2002;
Cacharel; Jesus Ramirez, MD Course Chair

Radiosurgery:  Clinical Applications & Updates:
February 9, 2002; HMFW Robb Rutledge Education
Center Armstrong Auditorium;  James F. Wilder, Jr.,
MD, Course Chair

Hospital-Based One-Time Conferences and Symposia

Call 214/345-5383 or 800/279-8657 for additional information
or visit our website:  www.pimit.org for complete 2002 course schedule

First Trimester Obstetrical Ultrasound and Prenatal
Screening: Nuchal Translucency (NT) Certification:
January 31, 2002, HOUSTON, TEXAS, Katherine
Thompson, MD, Course Chair

First Trimester Obstetrical Ultrasound and Prenatal
Screening: Nuchal Translucency (NT) Certification:
February 2, 2002, DENVER, COLORADO, Katherine
Thompson, MD, Course Chair

First Winter Forum on Voiding Dysfunction: February
15-16, 2002; Steamboat Springs, Colorado, Brian
Feagins, MD, Course Chair

Introduction to Laparoscopic Ultrasound Imaging
and Radio-frequency Thermal Ablation of Liver
Tumors: March 1, 2002; Robert Sewell, MD, Course
Chair

Presbyterian Institute for Minimally Invasive Technology (PIMIT)

Introduction to Laparoscopic Ultrasound Imaging
and Radio-frequency Thermal Ablation of Liver
Tumors: March 2, 2002; Robert Sewell, MD, Course
Chair

Introduction to Laparoscopic Ultrasound Imaging
and Radio-frequency Thermal Ablation of Liver
Tumors: March 22, 2002; Robert Sewell, MD, Course
Chair (MIAMI, FL)

Laparoscopic Skills & Suturing Techniques: April 6,
2002; Robert Sewell, MD, Course Chair

Laparoscopic Cholycystectomy & Common Bile Duct
Exploration Strategies:  April 20, 2002; Ronald
Aronoff, MD, Course Chair

Dynamic Spine Stabilization: October 11-12, 2002;
Barton Sachs, MD, Course Chair

Eating Disorders Diagnosis and Treatment: February
22, 2002; PHD Fogelson Forum; Urzula Kelly, MD,
Course Chair

24th Annual Dallas Spring Opthalmology Sympo-
sium: March 8, 2002; PHD Fogelson Forum; Ronald
Fellman, MD, Walter Beebe MD and Rajiv Anand,
MD, Course Chairs

Frank Kidd Lectureship: March, 2002; Fogelson
Forum Auditorium

Stroke Management Symposium:  March 22-23, 2002;
PHD Meadows Lab; Michael Vangrow, MD, Course
Chair

15th Texas Orthopaedic Pathology Workshop: April
10-14, 2002; PHD Meadows Lab; Gerhard Maale,
MD, Course Chair

Primary Care Update XXXIV: May 4, 2002; PHD
Fogelson Forum; Paul Solomon, MD and Tony Das,
MD, Course Chairs

For additional information please contact
THR’s Continuing Medical Education program

office at 214/345-2323.
Get a complete schedule of events at

www.thri.org
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Texas Health Research Institute’s 2001 Contributors

Benefactor
$50,000 and above

Aloka
Theodore & Beulah Beasley Foundation
The K.K. Meisenbach Fund of Communities

Foundation of Texas
Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc.
Pfizer, Inc.
Presbyterian Healthcare Foundation
Presbyterian Hospital of Plano
RITA Medical Systems, Inc.
Stryker, Inc.

Patron
$15,000 - $49,999

American Health Network
American Parkinson Disease Association,

Inc.
Aventis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Boston Scientific
Glaxo
SmithKline
Guidant
Medtronic
Synergy Orthotics & Prosthet, LLC

Champion
$5,000 - $14,999

American OsteoMedix Corporation
Amersham Health
Amgen
AstraZeneca LP
Biosence Webster, Inc.
Biosphere Medical, Inc.
Boehringer Ingleheim Pharmaceuticals
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Center for Medical Genetics
COR Therapeutics, Inc.
Davol, Inc.
Epilepsy Foundation of Greater North

Texas
Ethicon, Inc.
Fort Worth Trauma Education & Research

Foundation
WL Gore & Associates
Immunex Corporation
MAQUET Corporation
Matria Healthcare, Inc.
Merck & Co., Inc.
Operations Pathway Systems, LP
Ortho-McNeil Pharmaceutical
Pharmacia Corporation
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas

Purdue Lecture Program Group
Purdue Pharma Company
Smith & Nephew, Inc.
Spectranetics Corporation
St. Jude Medical, Daig Division

Mentor
$1,000 - $4,999

3M
Acuson Corporation
Advanced UroScience, Inc.
Alcon Laboratories
Allergan, Inc.
Alza
American Diabetes Association
American Medical Systems
Amira Medical, Inc.
Applied Medical
Athena Diagnostics, Inc.
Axcan Scanipharm, Inc.
Bard Urological
BASF Corporation
Bausch & Lomb Surgical
Bayer Pharmaceuticals
Baylor Health Care System
Berlex Oncology Foundation
Bio-Vascular, Inc.
Carl Zeiss Ophthalmic Systems, Inc.
Centocor, Inc.
CIRCON ACMI
Cook OB/GYN
Cranial Technologies, Inc.
Daiichi Pharmaceutical Corporation
DesignWrite Enterprises, LLC
Dura Pharmaceuticals
EBI, LP
Fullbright & Jaworski, LLP
Galderma R&D, Inc.
GE Medical
Genentech, Inc.
Genzyme Corporation
Gynecare, Division of Ethicon
Harris Methodist Health Foundation
Health Learning Systems
iKnowMed
Integrated Communication Corporation
Karl Storz Endoscopy-America, Inc.
Laborie Medical Technologies Corp.
Lilly Lecture Bureau
Link Spine Group, Inc.
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins
Mallinckrodt, Inc.
Medical Clinical of North Texas, PA
MEDIQ/PRN Life Support Services, Inc.

McGettigan Partners
Myriad Genetics, Inc.
Naha Marketing, Inc.
NCME Holding Corporation
North Central Texas HEDIS Coalition
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Novoste Corporation
Olympus America, Inc.
Organon
Ortho Biotech, Inc.
Parkland Foundation
Pelvicare, Inc.
Pharmacia & Upjohn Corporation
Pharmedica Communications, Inc.
Plainsboro Marketing Group
Possis Medical, Inc.
Prescribing Decision in Acid Peptic
Disorders

Roche Laboratories, Inc.
Ross Products Division of Abbott
Laboratories

Santen, Inc.
St. Paul University Hospital
UCB Pharma, Inc.
Unimed, division of Solvey Pharmaceutical
Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc.

Weck Closure Systems

Advocate
$100 - $999

ATL Ultrasound
Berlex Laboratories, Inc.
Catalyst Communications, Inc.
Cephalon, Inc.
Curon Medical, Inc.
FMI Partners, Inc.
Harcourt Health Sciences
Lipomed, Inc.
Kenetic Concepts, Inc.
Klein Surgical Systems, Inc.
MEDAmicus Inc.
Medimmune, Inc.
Medison America, Inc.
PET Net Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Recision Biomedical Techniques
Safeway, Inc.
Schering-Plough Corp.
Siemens Medical Systems, Inc.
Tarrant County Medical Society
Craig J. Turczynski
Vitas Healthcare Corporation

THRI is pleased to present the supporters of its 2001 education and research programs. THRI
recognizes that, without this support, success would not be possible. Listed below are those
individuals, foundations, hospitals and corporations that made these activities possible with, over
$1.9M in contributions. Thank you.
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THR Activities
The Texas Health Research Institute is a member
organization of the Texas Health Resources.  Texas
Health-related news will be reported here each
quarter:

THR Gets a Tour of the PIMIT
During the November 6 System Communi-
cation Meeting, Dr. Tom Franklin, THRI
president, gave THR staff a tour of the
PIMIT. His presentation was
videoconferenced to all THR entities so
that everyone could learn about one of
the system’s “best kept secrets.” For more
information, log on to www.pimit.org.

THRI Hospital-Based CME
• As of October 31, 703 continuing medical

education activities have been offered
by Texas Health Research Institute,
providing over 1,400 hours of CME and
serving nearly 23,000 physicians.

• Beginning in March, 2002, THR physicians
will receive a comprehensive listing of
CME events each month in the Physician
Connection, THR’s physician newsletter.
It is also available via the following
websites: www.thri.org, www.pimit.org,
Caregate, or THR Connection.

• THRI’s CME staff is meeting with staff
and physicians of each THR hospital to
discuss improvements in the delivery of
quality CME to meet their specific needs.
So far, the team has visited Walls, Erath
County, Kaufman and Plano.

Research Office Activities
THRI is currently helping THR investigators
coordinate 107 clinical trials. THRI has
research staff located at Presbyterian
Hospital of Dallas, Presbyterian Hospital of
Plano and Harris Methodist Fort Worth
Hospital. Physicians on the staff of a
Texas Health Resources hospital interested
in participating in clinical research trials
may contact Dr. Jeanette Ahrens at (972)
981-3746 for additional information.

it is with great pleasure that Texas Health
Research Institute announces the recent
award of a grant in the amount of $94,783
by the The K.K. Meisenbach Fund of

Communities Foundation of Texas. This grant
has been awarded for a special program at the
PIMIT (Presbyterian Institute for Minimally
Invasive Technology), enabling the purchase of
instruments and other equipment specifically
for use in training surgeons in the area of
minimally invasive cardiothoracic procedures.

“It is the goal of the PIMIT to provide the
most advanced training available to surgeons
as they develop their skills set and gain experi-
ence in emerging medical technologies,” says
Dr. Tom Franklin, president of THRI. “This gift
from Communities Foundation of Texas will
enable us to reach yet another group of prac-
ticing physicians by enhancing our
cardiothoracic
equipment
and instru-
mentation.”

In June,
the PIMIT
hosted, in
concert with
the Cleveland
Clinic, a two-
day work-
shop on the
off-pump
coronary artery bypass procedure (OP-CAB).
This workshop was attended by twenty-four
specially-selected cardiothoracic surgeons from
across the nation to deliver instruction on this
new procedure. The course included several
live telesurgical demonstrations, lectures from
top nationally-renowed faculty, and hands-on
experience in the laboratory.

I

Communities
Foundation of
Texas Award Goes
to PIMIT

Participants in the OP-CAB training
course at the PIMIT in the skills lab.



NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
PLANO, TX

PERMIT NO. 464

ADMINISTRATION: Title Phone E-Mail
Tom Franklin President 972/981-3741 TomFranklin@texashealth.org
Dee Bledsoe Administrative Assistant 972/981-3499 DeeBledsoe@texashealth.org
Donna Colley Project Accountant 972/981-3774 DonnaColley@texashealth.org
Wendy Finch Accountant 972/981-3745 WendyFinch@texashealth.org
Judy Hawkins Accountant 972/981-3759 JudyHawkins@texashealth.org
Lista Hightower Director, Finance & Administration 972/981-3744 ListaHightower@texashealth.org
Mollie McCune Program Coordinator 972/981-3743 MollieMcCune@texashealth.org
Carole Morton Executive Assistant 972/981-3753 CaroleMorton@texashealth.org
Jennifer Vance Database Coordinator 972/981-3772 JenniferVance@texashealth.org
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
Jeanette Ahrens Director, Research & Development 972/981-3746 JeanetteAhrens@texashealth.org
Angie Ballew Department Secretary 972/981-3776 AngeliaBallew@texashealth.org
Yongshun Chang Research Fellow 972/981-3749 YongshunChang@texashealth.org
Trai Curtis Clinical Trial Monitor 972/981-3766 TraiCurtis@texashealth.org
Seth Feder Director, Product Eval. & Devel. 972/981-3785 SethFeder@texashealth.org
Holly Fischio Clinical Site Coordinator 972/981-3750 HollyFischio@texashealth.org
Mark Fuller Biomedical Research Associate 972/981-3748 MarkFuller@texashealth.org
Sandy Garrido Clinical Trial Coordinator 972/981-3763 SandraGarrido@texashealth.org
Shandice Gonzalez Clinical Research Assistant 972/981-3765 ShandiceGonzalez@texashealth.org
Donna Ohnmeiss Research Scientist 972/981-3747 DonnaOhnmeiss@texashealth.org
Paula Walker Clinical Trial Monitor 972/981-3767 PaulaWalker@texashealth.org
PIMIT
Mark Butler Veterinary Technician 214/345-5377 MarkButler@texashealth.org
Teresa Turbeville Veterinary Research Specialist 214/345-5379 TeresaTurbeville@texashealth.org
HMFW Research Office
Brandi Howard Clinical Trial Coordinator 817/820-4960 BrandiHoward@texashealth.org
Cherlynn Mathias Clinical Trial Monitor 817/820-4954 CherlynnMathias@texashealth.org
PHD Research Offices
Tina Cope Clinical Trial Coordinator 214/345-8364 TinaCope@texashealth.org
Daniel Gonzalez Clinical Research Assistant
Anissia Ray Clinical Trial Coordinator 214/345-4121 AnissiaRay@texashelath.org
Manjit Sanghera Neurophysiologist 214/345-7117 ManjitSanghera@texashealth.org
Jessica Vazquez Coordinator, I & R Center 214/345-5031 JessicaVazquez@texashealth.org
EDUCATION
Plano Campus
David Mattoni Media Coordinator 972/981-3755 DavidMattoni@texashealth.org
Sandra Pinkerton Director, Academic Activities 972/981-3752 SandraPinkerton@texashealth.org
Pam Marvon Fellowship Coordinator 972/981-3754 PamMarvon@texashealth.org
CME
Marilyn Peterson Director, CME 214/345-5380 MarilynPeterson@texashealth.org
Dallas - PIMIT
Jane Berg Program Administrator 214/345-5384 JaneBerg@texashealth.org
Richard Bumpass Visual Communications Coordinator 214/345-5370 RichardBumpass@texashealth.org
Carrie Cantrell CME Manager 214/345-5383 CarrieCantrell@texashealth.org
Pamela Hernandez CME Assistant 214/345-5391 PamelaHernandez@texashealth.org
Dallas - Hospital Based
LaTonia Cunningham CME Manager 214/345-5113 LatoniaCunningham@texashealth.org
Jan Eger CME Coordinator 214/345-2326 JanEger@texashealth.org
Eresha Harris CME Assistant 214/345-2323 EresahHarris@texashealth.org
Dekeya Slaughter CME Coordinator 214/345-2321 DekeyaSlaughter@texashealth.org
Sharlene Yearwood CME Coordinator 214/345-2325 SharleneYearwood@texashealth.org
Harris Methodist - Hospital Based
Ellen Hobbs CME Manager 817/462-6674 EllenHobbs@texashealth.org
Sherry Miller CME Coordinator 817/462-6672 SherryMiller@texashealth.org
Lugenia Vaughns CME Coordinator 817/462-6675 LugeniaVaughns@texashealth.org

How To Reach Us

6300 W. Parker Road
Suite 100
Plano, TX  75093

Address service requested


